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ELLO Central
Xusaber please

Many thousand times a day

this dialogue U repeated
this curtate ruler to a telpaoae
oil It testy to tile prologue of a tonal

ji s contemstlon or a few cheering
vords with aa Intimate friend It may
forerun a named summons tor a doctor

be the precursor of the sad itcwa of
death Itmaymeaa a part at the theater
a pleasant night at reception or dance
or perchance a whisper of love But
whatever the Import of the

pleasure It ever begins with the oft
repeated Belie Central

And Central what et her What
busy little operator wise aita at her

heard nimble augers and Autck
wrave with a web sad woof of

flexible Intertwining wire like tome
emissary of Fete a variegated pattern
manytoned with the lights sad

of human life Who hi she what
Is her work and how to It dope

sealed book Everybody tees the
telopbon in these days everybody Is
familiar with her ready reply Number

And everybody too knows
fc r sometime vexatkiva Busy and
holds her to

Put beyond this the average
acquaintance with the Interior of
Telephone central does set go If he-

MS thought about it at all the man in
tlc street regards it aa a place where
all wire end and all center
Tvliere cental pleasant Yoked young
women answer his summons sad secure
fT him thE number he desires Just

it iii done he doesnt know be
Is with the knowledge that
In way or other It la done-

A visit to the operating room of the
main o3U in Washington of the Cbesa-

nkp 1 Potomac Telephone Company
reveals a wonderful busy little world
on the fifth floor of the companys-
Luildlng at Fourteenth and G Streets
northwest the wires Into the
central known as Main converge and

at the switchboards nearly two
rore ycunc women are occupied every
Moment of the day sad all the night
an well Naturally the daytime calls
TO greatest in number sad the day
firce exceeds that working la the
hours o darkness The telephone girls
v ork IF real work there la no play

it From the moment she jacks
in at fc r position until the time she

relieved she has all aexterssja
hands can accomplish Idleness to not
for her

The telephone operator as MM

known officially although
world style her a Hello OM sits Wit

3 recelier clasped by a headpiece te her
war In a highbacked revol

Itch board that reaembl-
reiwewn a and an upright pleat

i of twitches and a double row

ickV electrically Hiakla

T a flexible rubber tubing Immediately
ron of her ae thousand of tiny

rT ie iimiryromb Vie marfcteg the
of a subscribers wire and

in sets of one hundred each
iove cluster of little shutters

M hut irci In number Each board at

as was Gaul ef old late throe
arts part being termed a

an having an operator la
f each young woman even with her tree

hangs a large mouthpiece

Those raiors work in sets of throes
and board is an exact counterpart
of all the others in the room with the
ciiepticn that the subscribers who call
oj on that board arc different One

hundred subscribers to a position to the
maximum number although it usaallv
averages less As each board represents
the entire rvlce of th office and each

of its divisions or positions to

In reach f all three operators It will

i that each operator baa at her
friter tip for her see hundred calls

iulmrrlber whose line terminates
ir that exrbingei-

tetwi ii each section of hoard is
a lltU inan lesc nt bulb called a pilot
lamp Should a subscriber wish to gall
ct a number be rlng up corral aad

tli receiver off hook This
on i auaes the lamp i ight

r the little shu r at the top
of the lifts up skewing the Bum

of on which the call was

Cnde th operator thrusts one
e tbo the holt marking

the uiiu o the subscribers wiry

little
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As she toes this she throw a switch
putting herself la csssnuialoaUea with
list while at the sense tla e the shutter
falls It to then also MHnrsrea Number

Perhaps he replies lilt Male She
at uses pities np the espeelte sad ef the
Jack sad reaching over to the group
marked 11 taps the wire with the plug
Perhaps 1101 whose wire suds en another
board te busy If BO she will out first
before cutUug in As Mr Conway the
central office manager expressed it It

1

Sod

please

exchange users the sell Is answered
precisely ac biters la the same meaner
wbeeribers are coanectot with Baltimore

other pertness of the territory con

trolled by the company

Two monitors sit at their desks In the
middle of the room where they can
place themselves In connection with any

operators board and hear all that she
says aa well as watch all she does In
addition the monitor keeps a tabulated
list of new telephone subscribers
chsages made by old ones and a con

I

and

aid

r

¬

to MM knocking at the oftoe door of a
nuts t0 U W nl OOMTtteTaWOMa

IT tile subscriber to talking the opera-

tor lIMN U and at sloe naswsrs bay
If not she Jaaks ta
button snail the call boil of No lilt
The eonnsaUea to It to

neck Calls are earning IB one two
time at a time the tamp is ntmoot-

oontlanoasly slight The
fly here mad there to sad fro with

llghtlngUke speed the white rubber
covered wires In treat of are tangled
up In a most sassing mnaaor

Throughout the Ug room whore the
an arranged on three aids in tie

there to a constant
of vatoos low toned never Mlont

They mingle Into a monetonans medley of-

e pr oton whereta no stogie word
can ho dhrtlagniabed Their weal hiry

the Uses being to a smelt few
art phrases repented over and over again
ss the day puss en And ever the tarry
UtUo white heads are throwing shut
tleIlk Jades back and forth In the fan-

tastic aislgas of the Human Comedy
Should the subscriber eaU for a

not eonUrlng in number in
or Wast then the process to Slier

sat toast call up onoratsr on
board the trunk lines oento-

rttUtat kr to answer tusk and tack
trust flee paw merely

ictrtmym She snhosi gi with the outside
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staatly revised Index of all who use the
sway tor

the smamor or have changed the nvmnor
of Us that tact to at slwd-

uailsr the hole whore wire ends
Then the number of Urn subscriber
typewritten to places at each position
Should this Member be asked for Ute
operator Immediately turns the call over
to Ute monitor who at once looks up

and supplies the seeded information
The operator at whose position termi-

nate the wires of par stations has even
more to do than merely answering calls
She must make a record on a little card
of eMit caJIthe number calling up the

number and the length of the
oonvoraatloa The number extend-
ing below the shutter tells her the
nature of the call If yellow It to a pay

station half yellow nest halt white there
are two pay stations on that wire yel
low with blue la the center a station
wherein aa automatic phone to situated
aad money mast be dropped in the slot
red a message rate subscriber For the
latter merely Use number railing up and
that called are recorded la ease of sn
automatic phoae five Manors or tout
Ned bells toil by their tones wispier tile
sea deposited to a nickel dime quarter
hall dollar or dollar

On the Boor always walking to and
frs from one heard to smother are the

a
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the

plat

webs Shetld pyrsat be

lies cps
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The Operating Room

gh te take an easy position In two
weeks others do not become expert In
two years sad ethers never As a rale
young women learn the business

the ouloker they are to think aad
act at the SSSM time the easier they
learn One young woman who started-

in not long ago sat la at a position fer
a few hours whoa she had been In the

only a week and did well at it
No position to ever left UReeeuoted

When one operator goes te relieve an-

other she Jacks In first and is at the
board herself before the other goes

ire

read-

ily
¬

¬

Chief Operator SIGNIFICANCE OF IN ARTCHRISTMASaa aQ

supervisors of whom there are four
nah has a receiver ever her head and
here and there she lacks la at a board
overhearing what to seW giving advice-
or assistance wherever nay is seeded
and helping out the operator whenever

the calls are eomlag la too rut At the
far ead of the room sits the check

monitor a young men wile from
desk eats In whenever he desires and
listening makes a record of calls the
subscriber calling and the one answer-
ing and the length of time necessary to
make a Those figures wITh

other data are carefully set down and
Ute resorts filed Those sheets show that
the time required to answer a call and

make the proper connection is
four seconds or on an average three

eeoads each It is quick work aad the
supervision exercised though strict is
needful la keeping tho service up to the
standard and is a large factor la its ef-

ficiency Aa expert operator will answer
between lit and 1M calls in a minute

WHen the beginner or student tames
to the exchange to learn to be an oper

ator she does little or nothing for the
first week except to sit with a receiver
bound ever her head behind some ex

perlaaosd operator Jacked in at her
board overhearing all she says watch

lag what she does and reseating tile
answers twill they graw me-

otmiikal Many become nreaefont

his

connection

fromtwo-
to

hen

11

¬

¬
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HE birth of the Christ child
of mind has been a theme

that has inspired painters in all
Christina countries and from the

primitive of the early Italians to
the modern man of the twentieth cen-

tury His beauty the tender solicitude-
of His mother the incidents of the mira-

cle of His nativity have all been fruit-
ful subjects for brush and pencil Many
of these compositions remain master-
pieces of the worlds art ethers if they
have not reached the very Out rank
have at lent demonstrated the earnest
ness sad loving enthusiasts of mon less
endowed but the story remains today
most appealing and one to quicken the
sensibilities of nearly all mankind

For four or five centuries after the
birth of Christ little was in a

way So strong was the reaction
against paganism the more souse of por

tonal beauty or esthetic decoration of
any sort was frownod upon for the first
MO years or mere of the Christian era
and it is in carvings on the ivory throne
of the Bishop Maxlmlan now standing
in the cathedral at Ravenna that wo find
the first worthy representation of the life
nf the Saviour Some mosaics are also
in Ravenna in the Church of Saint Apol
linaire Nuovo twentytwo scenes taken
from His life Churches began building
about this time and monasteries came
into existence great religious fervor
manifesting Itself everywhere And with
the architecture came the needs of deco-
ration so that the painter was in de-

mand with the sculptor and the carver
of ivory and precious stones

painter was then the artisan
whosn work was mapped eut for him by
a council of priests and high dignitaries

tlme About the tenth century nay be
at the Church of Saint George at

la Germany la a series of
M Two centuries later to the date
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away Not an instant of time to lose
The company realises that good oper

ators are valuable possessions and looks

after their comfort la many little ways
Although the operators working day to

half an hour and two r
half an hour each Thta time abe may
spend as she plaasos oat la the ate or
In the rest room loaaag room the
gils call it whlsh the eampnnf pro
Ides

There is besides a kitchen and dlsfrtfe
room where at luncheon time coffee tea9
and cocoa butter etc are provided

free although the young women must
bring their own luncheons Then toe

In case of Illness or iadlapoBttlaa te a
hospital a room provided with easy

chairs and lounges It Is kiaaaeas and

business combined and that to the very
best business policy

As the calls of the day vary in vol-

ume the
ferent hours The Srst day fares re-

lieving those who have worked through
tie sight reports at 7 oclock and works

until 4 p m the second force works
m the th rd from

I a m to 6 p m Ute toroth from tM-
I a IB to 630 a m At neon a atth force

until relieved by tits sight torso at S

ooleek The company employs te this

no a of
periods of

operators go to work at Sit

froM S L m p

gees OR duty and at UN

hours me bat lupohesa Urns
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of the frescoes IB four colors at the
Church of Vic in the department of
Inure et Loire ia France In the
medieval period came stained glass and
illuminated manuscripts and upon the
latter men of the religious orders
thought nothing of working for a whole
lifetime At the clues of the thirteenth
watury however painting was the great
art and It superseded all others Then
it was that the Madonna of Clmabne was
carried In triumph to its float resting
place in the Church of Santa Maria No-

vella in Florence
And what a quaint conception this By

zantineeducated painter Cimabue had
of the Christ with much humanity and
naive charm how beautifully he

his group of the Child and Nether
with the adoring angels on either side
One can understand the enthusiasm of
his townspeople who were moved to so
honor his great work Perhaps his pupil
Giotto was even more naive In his no-

tions of the great event for his famous
Nativity In the Arena Chapel Padua

Is a most primitive arrangement a a
pictorial way showing a rude shelter
supported by four posts the Virgin in
white lying at full length gaslng raptly
at the Child while little cherubs over-
head are in the act of supplication and
to right are the wise men St
Joseph being in the immediate fore
ground The work is In tbe nature of
a fresco on the walls

This artist Cimabue called
the father of Italian painting but Italian
painting had no father It was the natu-
ral outcome of the groping by many men
for an art expression If the painters of
the early renaissance were trot so wholly
pletlstlc In an art way they were yet
deeply imbued with religious notions
and they added to their pictures a broad
er sense of all tbe technical

The Madonna and the Christ
pictures began to have a greater beauty-
of execution In the pictures of Pro
Filippo Llppl both Mother and Child are
drawn with tender sweetness and by
Botticelli and FlUnalno there were
painted pictures which remain today as
beautiful types of infancy and
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city 121 operators of whom 100 are at
the main central 18 at East and 10 at

At Its main station the system
by the company is that known n

the magnet When the new building u
Twelfth Street is om
battery system will be installed where-
by the number of calls answered by 13
operator in a minute will be
and the service improved in many re-

spects By this system as soon as tbe
receiver to removed from the hook a-

light flashes up at the subscribers num-

ber and central answers Again when
the call Is ended and the rosahrars hung

each light shows thus informing
eeatsal that Ute conversation is ended
She cats set have to eat la and ask

Are you through as she must now
Operators like their employment and

though It to hard ant aoiaeticaee trying
they ted a certain fascination in it t
to said at Washington office that no

cnrred there Vow occupations for we
moa can boast of such a record

And Indeed there to a fascination Id
tile work Perhaps it lies la the eliciting
of the little shutters tite glowing of the
allot lamps and the shuttles of jacks

world grows Into being beneath the
toueh of the deft white fingers
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tofytng The PUlppo Madonna at
Ufflsi to a veritable masterpiece andgays inspiration to the painters who fol
lowed him down to the da

There ia a tradition that one of tho
earliest followers of Christ was a paint
er and In tbe pictures of the primitive
Dutch and Italian schools a sot uncom-
mon subject ia St Luke painting the
Virgin and Child It is Interesting to
note that not a few of our American
painters have devoted much thought and
time to religious subjects of which the
Christmas happening has been the
theme John La Farge has a pair o

Church of the incarnation a beautiful
conception full of dignity and power Ed
win Howland Blashfieltis Christmas
Chimes a large canvas was shown at
many of the exhibitions in recent years
and has been the subject of many

while Klihu Vedder Elliot
Daingerfield Ella Condie Lamb Bryson
Burroughs Louise Coxe Mary L Ma
comber Charles Sprague Pearce and
Will H Low have all at one or an
other turned their attention in this

Modern French have l on
even more actively engaged in portray-
ing the great event but with rare ex-
ceptions the spirit of great has
been lacking PapnaaBouveret Madon
nas are greatest of the nn i

rn religious pictures however ni which
one may never for an instant Tutsi a VQ

the seriousness of the artist nd the
German Friia giviiiK a mel
ern realism to kss canvasses has or
trayed the Child with its Mother in a-

way to provoke discussion frequently nl
admiration often thonsh his ti

are so radical at times as to be SOTJ-

thing of a shock The idcturc
however rarely bears the singularly ear
nest stamp of those s h men o earls
times when the artiMs labor I as
matter of coavtctieu to
work a deep abiding seas r feel-
ing a direct call to express gh ba
medium of paint the oaraeatw f
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